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EDIT ORIALUserLink

“
Successful launch of

the first UserLink
issue towards more

than 1 300 Risk

Management practitio -

ners within the

European Union

www.preview-risk.com          

www.risk-eos.com

Dear Risk Management practitioners, 

DDSC, DPC and SRSA welcome you to this June issue of the UserLink. In
this editorial, we would like to highlight especially the PREVIEW contribu-

tions to the Euro-Med exercise MED2007 involving 27 European Civil
Protections, 10 Mediterranean Civil Protections and the Monitoring of
Information Centre (MIC) from the European Union. This milestone event is well
developed in this second issue (see page 6-7-8). 

We would like to thank all our partners for their contribution which allow us to
give a synthetic presentation of the news, events, products and services realised
in both PREVIEW (European Commission) and RISK-EOS (European Space
Agency) projects. Your comments and sugestions as key players of Risk
Management within the European Union is helping us to enlarge the potential
PREVIEW and RISK-EOS Users’ communities.  

As you know, our action is dedicated to cross-fertilisation between the Risk
Management Users’ communities at local, national and European levels. We

want to gather and to express your views, your needs and your feedback as
potential end-users of the European services developed through PREVIEW and
RISK-EOS European projects.   

These products and services are now assessed by the EURORISK User Group
in an operational environment and tested on a dozen selected test-sites at a
European wide scale. 

As member of the Risk Management Users’ communities, we would like as
much content as possible to come from you to feed this UserLinkwith your
knowledge or your materials collected during active evaluation of the PREVIEW
and RISK-EOS products and services. 

Get involved in the UserLinkfor driving PREVIEW and RISK-EOS products
and services towards more suitability and sustainability !

User Coordination T eam 

2              UserLink/ June 2007 / Issue No 2

”

You are the Risk Management expert s in Europe...

UserLinkis your plat form for sharing 

feedback on PREVIEW & RISK-EOS services

WEB RESOURCES
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“
Risk-Eos p artners

have decided to co-

fund Burn Scare

Mapping (BSM) servi -

ces in Corsica

(France) and in

Portugal

Critical-Sof tware

www.criticalsof tware.com

NEWS

On the 14-15 February 2007, Risk-
Eos partners were attending the 5th

Progress Meeting at ADISA premises in
Lisbon. This conference organised by ADISA, Critical Software and Infoterra
France gathered  partners from ESA, GEOMER, INSA, LATUV, GMV, SERTIT,
INOV, ARPA Piemonte, Aliança Forestal, Infoterra GmbH, METRIA, TELESPA-
ZIO, EUROSENSE, METEO France International, DGRF, ADISA, Critical
Software and Infoterra France. 

Main conclusions of the meeting

First of all, participants have decided to co-fund Burn Scare Mapping (BSM)
services in Corsica and Portugal. They have also undertaken to set up inter-

nal workshops for the Europeanisation of  3 services: Asset Mapping  during
June 2007, Flood Risk Analysis during May 2007 and Burn Scare Mapping
during January 2008. Moreover, Critical Software, ADISA and LATUV are joi-
ning the Risk-Eos Service Partnership. In addition to this, GMV and ARPA will
join it in 2008. 

Present ation of technical evolutions

During this 5th Risk-Eos Progress Meeting,
numerous technical innovations have been

highlighted and presented to the Risk-Eos com-
munity, in particular to end-users. 

Firstly the use of surveillance cameras has
been implemented to validate Automatic Burn
Scare Mapping and Burn Scare Mapping servi-
ces in Portugal. Secondly, the use of SPOT 4
satellite data  has been introduced for Burn
Scare Mapping in France by Infoterra France.
FORMOSAT satellite data has also been used
in French South West Defence Zone for Asset
Mapping products performed by Infoterra
France. A vectorization of Asset Mapping
Products has been done by both service provi-
ders SERTIT and EUROSENSE. 

Finally radar picture extrapolation has been used to improve Flash Flood Early
Warning Service by METEO France International. 

5th RISK-EOS Progress
Meeting in Lisbon
(Portugal)
14-15 February 2007
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Evaluation of burn scar (produced with the
Automatic Burn Scare Mapping method)
against ground truth (CRITICAL) 
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“
EURORISK User

Group members wel -

come the Userlink as

an appropriate tool to

share information bet -

ween users of PRE -

VIEW and RISK-EOS

Universit a di Firenze 

Telesp azio

www.geo.unifi.it

Preview Geophysical
Cluster port al: 

3rd EURORISK User Group meeting in Roma (It aly)
3 April 2007

This third EURORISK User Group
(EUG) meeting was held in

Roma (Italy) in theTELESPAZIO
premises on 3 April 2007.

The coordination of both PREVIEW
and RISK-EOS end-users through
the Eurorisk User Group (EUG) is
ongoing. During the third EUG ple-
nary session, concrete results and
products of the Geophysical cluster
(Earthquakes, Landslides,
Volcanoes), Windstorms, and Man-
made have been presented to risk management communities, including Civil
Protections of the European Union.

The mixing of both PREVIEW and RISK-EOS end-users through the EUG has
permited better exchange of experience and also better synergy within the risk
management communities on a European level.

Focus on the Geophysical Cluster

The Geophysical Cluster aims to give important contributions to the use of
Earth Observation data, integrated with in-situ measurements, for Civil

Protection activities concerning forecasting, prevention and warning at global
and regional scales.

This Preview Geophysical Cluster portal: 

- is used for
sharing metadata
on products and
services among
cluster partici-
pants.

- is used by
users to discover
products and ser-
vices.

- is used for
visualising and
analysing products
through a web-gis
interface.

- is based on
GeoNetwork
Opensource and
Mapbuilder.

Participants of the 3rd EUG (DDSC)
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Web interface for landslides – Lombardia, Italy (TPZ/UNIFI)
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http://sp atial.telesp azio.it/md preview
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Slovak W ater Management
Enterprise
www.svp.sk

6th Risk-Eos Progress Meeting
in Bratislava (Slovakia)
14-15 May 2007

This sixth Risk-Eos Progress Meeting has
been held in Bratislava in order to welco-

me Slovakian RISK-EOS Users in particular
Slovakian Water Management Enterprise,
also known as Slovensky Vodohospodarsky
Podnik, and the Town Council of Bratislava. This meeting was
also the opportunity to present new partners from Greece
(National Observatory of Athens - Institute for Space Applications
and Remote Sensing, NOA-ISARS) and Luxembourg (Centre de
Recherche Public Gabriel Lippmann, also known as CRP-GL,
and LuxSpace). 

Extension of RISK-EOS services in Greece and in
Luxembourg

Both Luxembourg organisations - LuxSpace and the Centre de
Recherche Public Gabriel Lippmann - present their activities,

the natural risks encountered in Luxembourg and the services
they will develop the next 2 years within RISK-EOS: Flood Risk
Analysis, Rapid Mapping and Asset Mapping.  For Greece, the
National Observatory of Athens will provide Burn Scar Maps with
Landsat and optionally SPOT data in Central Macedonia and
Peloponnese.

Focus on the Slovak W ater Management Enterprise as new user of RISK-
EOS services

The Slovak Water Management Enterprise (SWME)
is managing a total river basins area of 49 012

km2, rivers and brooks of a total length of 32 738 km,
287 water reservoirs, 2 811 km of flood protection
dikes and 1 812 km of melioration canals. 

In the frame of the RISK-EOS project, the Slovak
Water Management Enterprise is using Asset
Mapping and Flood Risk Analysis services provided
by Eurosense. These products are mainly dedicated
for prevention actions. They are also exploited to pre-
pare the Flood Risk Management Plans according to
the Directive of  the European Union on the assess-
ment and the management of the flood risks.  

Workshop on EU Flood Directive and Flood Risk Analysis services

In the prolongation of the Progress Meeting a workshop has been held to pre-
pare RISK-EOS actions towards the European Union Flood Directive. A spe-

cial UserLink bulletin will be dedicated to the topic (see page 8).

Risk-Eos services deployment in Europe (ITF)

4 hydrographic bassins of  the Slovak Republic (SWME)

Risk-Eos participants (DDSC)



PREVIEW contrib utions to MED2007 Ex er ciseUserLink

“
Deep involvement of

PREVIEW product s

and services in the

preparation and the

realisation of the

MED2007 Exercise 

Euro-Med Bridge
Programme

Istituto Nazionale di
Geofisica e
Vulcanologia (INGV)

www.ingv .it

MED2007 Exercise

The purpose of the MED2007
“table top” Exercise was to activa-

te National Operational Centres of all 10 Mediterranean States, 27 Member
States of the European Union and the MIC (Monitoring & Information Centre) in
order to test their reactivity and the efficiency of the Euro-Mediterranean Civil
Protection coordination, in parti-
cular the coordination of the
actions of the relief teams of the
international assistance on the
Mediterranean basin.

PREVIEW Tsunami
Simulation Model

PREVIEW has contributed to
the Euro-Mediterranean

Exercise MED2007 by model-
ling two simulations of earth-
quake followed by a tsunami  in
the Mediterranean Sea.
Tsunami waves generated by
the first earthquake (offshore Alexandria, Egypt) of magnitude 8.5 and the
second (offshore Nice, France) of magnitude 7.5 on Richter’s scale are respecti-
vely 8 meters and 5 meters high reaching the coasts.

Damage Assessment

Considering the natu-
re of the exercise

with the goal to involve
largely European and
Mediterranean Civil
Protections, the human
assessment was fixed
by convetions. Material
damages on coastal
Mediterranean countries
were also very signifi-
cant on infrastructures.

PREVIEW involvement in
the MED2007 Exercise in
Aix-en-Provence (France) 
27-28-29 March 2007

Modelling and Simulation of the Tsunami Propagation (INGV)

Overview of the Euro-Med project

The European Union is financing a Euro-Med
Bridge Programme in the field of civil protection
within the framework of the MEDA programme.

The main objective is to contribute to political
and security confidence-building in the Euro-
Mediterranean area as well as further promote
and support the establishment of a Euro-
Mediterranean system of Civil Protection. All
27 Member States of the European Union and
10 Mediterranean States - Algeria, Egypt,
Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Palestinian
Territories, Syria, Tunisia and Turkey - are
involved in the Euro-Med Programme.
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Localisation of prone areas to a T sunami wave

During the MED2007 Exercise, a large number and different kinds of Asset
Mapping have been used to identify prone areas to the tsunami risk. All

these Asset Mapping products
are developed in the frame of the
PREVIEW European project. 

This scheme indicates:
- potential impact of the tsunami
on the low altitude areas and sea
side areas. 
- the areas between 0 and 5
meters height, 5 and 8 meters
height and 8 and 10 meters
height.
- the flood extent of a tsunami
wave on the coastal areas has
been estimated by Digital
Elevating Models (DEM). 

PREVIEW Asset Mapping

Asset Mapping products provide updated information
on assets, improving the knowledge of prone risk

areas and the impact of natural and technological
hazards like the tsunami wave in the MED2007
Exercise.

This Asset Mapping highlights the density of human
settlements, key-infrastructures and the flooded areas
by the Tsunami. During the crisis phase, it updates field
information in order to better manage rescue resources
with respect to threatened “assets”. During the post-cri-
sis phase, this product also provides support for dama-
ge assessment and better estimation of socio-econo-
mic losses. 

PREVIEW Atmospheric
Dispersion Model

After an industrial accident trig-
gered by an earthquake, the

PREVIEW Atmospheric
Dispersion Model provides forcas-
ted images of the chemical cloud.
During the MED2007 Exercise,
Civil Protection representatives of
the Euro-Med community have
the opportunity to use and evalua-
te PREVIEW products through
their own decision support sys-
tems.

UserLink

“
Civil Protection repre -

sentatives of both

European and

Mediterranean

countries have

used PREVIEW

product s and

services during

the MED2007

Exercise 

www.preview-risk.com 

3D Tsunami risk map (SERTIT / CNES)

Asset mapping, Flood extent and
Census data, Nice (Infoterra France)
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Chemical cloud dispersion, Tartus (Syria) and
Beirut (Lebanon) (Météo France)
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UserLinkPREVIEW Partnership & contribution to MED2007

SERTIT                                              CNES                           

Infoterra France                              Météo France

http://sertit.u-strasbg.fr/

See in particular MED2007 product s:
http://sertit.u-strasbg.fr/document s/euromed_2007/euromed_07.html

www.infoterra.fr

www.cnes.fr

www.meteofrance.fr

WEB RESOURCES

Special Announcement

UserLinkon European Union Flood directive

Dear Risk Mamagement practitioners,

We are preparing a special UserLink edition focused on Floods.  In this next issue, you will find news, analysis,

insights and case-studies about how PREVIEW and RISK-EOS services are responding to the European Union

Flood directive.  Feel free to provide us with your comments, reactions and suggestions on this special edition dedi-

cated to Floods. 

User Coordination T eam
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CONTACT US

To cont act the EURORISK T eam for comment s/suggestions on the UserLink "Inside Preview & RiskEos", as
well as for your ideas on articles, interviews and information on forthcoming event s related to users' com -
munities, please write to our functional mailbox :

eurorisk@interieur .gouv .fr

INFORMATION

The content of this UserLink is not an official statement and does not necessarily reflect the view and opinions of the
French Ministry of Interior and all services, the Italian Department of Civil Protection, the Swedish Rescue Services
Agency, the European Union institutions, the European Space Agency, and more largely of all the partners involved
in PREVIEW and RISK-EOS programmes.

Neither the above mentioned institutions, bodies, partners, nor any person acting on their behalf, can be held
responsible for any misuse or misunderstanding of the information provided here.
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